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P
rofessor Noah Yusuf is an 
eminent academic and a 
highly respected gure in 

the eld of education, currently 
serving as the Vice Chancellor 
of Al-Hikma University in Ilorin, 
Nigeria. With his exceptional 
leadership qualities and 
extensive experience, he has 
made signicant contributions 
towards the growth and 
development of the institution.
Professor Yusuf is widely 
recognized for his profound 
knowledge in the area of 
education, particularly in the 
realm of higher education 
administration. Having 
dedicated his career to the 
pursuit of academic excellence, 
he possesses an impressive 
academic background from the 
prestigious University of 
Ibadan. 
It is not surprising that 
Professor Noah Yusuf has 
emerged as an academic giant 
and also authored numerous 
scholarly articles and 
publications in reputed 
international journals. This is 
because he crushingly 
grounded himself in the culture 
of excellence the university 
offered to serious minds. With 
his three degrees, all from the 
same University of Ibadan, he 
undoubtedly passed through 
the university, in all aspects, to 
become a thorough-bred UI 

I chose UI because of its academic excellence, 
popularity and proximity to Lagos State 

Professor Noah Yusuf

Life ebbs irrespectively; some people are born 
great and some grow great to achieve 

greatness.  Professor Noah Yusuf is an epitome 
of excellence, an icon of academic exploits and 

a portrait of moral uprightness. 

Alumnus of all time and a 
juggernaut in the eld of 
education administration.
Speaking about his experience 
as an undergraduate in the 
University of Ibadan, Professor 
Noah Yusuf recalled living in 
Nnamdi Azikiwe hall, nicknamed 
Zoo. He lived with four 
roommates – Femi in medicine, 
Tunde Thompson in Sciences and 
Jonathan in the same Social 
Sciences as himself. He said, 
“Zik Hall made the biggest noise 
in the campus but I never 
allowed it to sway me away from 
my academic goals. My family 
background did not allow me to 
be frivolous as most young men 
in my time did. I neither join any 
social club on campus nor 
attended any parties as an 
undergraduate.” 
He was also not naughty when it 
comes to love affairs with female 
colleagues. That is to say, he was 
a quiet student on campus and 
studious one.
Professor Noah Yusuf, who has 
strong commitment to fostering 
academic innovation and 
transformation said, “University 
of Ibadan remained the best 
because of its culture of 
academic excellence since its 
establishment. I chose the school 
because of its academic 
excellence, popularity and 
proximity to Lagos State where I 

lived.”
Professor Noah Yusuf 
observed that, even with the 
downward trend of education 
in the country, he will always 
praise University of Ibadan for 
spearheading various 
research initiatives and 
educational programs that 
add values to student lives 
and the country.
In conclusion, Professor Yusuf 
said, “It was the University of 
Ibadan that led me to the 
height of my academic career 
and I will forever be grateful 
to all the lecturers that 
prepared me for the large 
haul.” 
He also wished he university 
a happy 75th anniversary and 
pray for continue 
advancement in academic 
excellence and quality 
education.
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-Dr Fredrick Okpaje  
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-Idoreyen Eneng, President NIMN
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P
rince Abayomi Ogunjimi 
attended Emile Wolf 
Accounting College, UK 

for his professional studies.
Prince Abayomi is also an 
associate member of The 
Chartered Institute of 
Taxation in since 1985 and 
Fellow (1992), an associate 
member of Nigerian Institute 
of Management (1990) and 
an associate member of the 
British Institute of 
Management (1985). He got 
his MBA in 2007.
He attended various courses 
within and outside the 
country, worked in different 
organizations and audit rms 
before setting-up Abayomi  
Ogunjimi & Co. (Chartered 
Accountants) and Bayog 
Associates. in 1994. He was 
Executive Director, Symbolic 
Motors Limited, Ikeja from 
1995 to 1999.  He is the 
Founder and Pioneer 
Chairman of ICAN, Amuwo 
Odon District Society.  He 
has served in various 
committees of ICAN in the 
last 30 years – as Member, 
Accreditation Teams on 

A dignified Professional
 Prince Abayomi Ogunjimi

 MBA, FCTI, FCA 

Born into a royal family in Okeigbo area of 
Ondo State, Prince Abayomi attended Anglican 

Secondary Commercial Modern School in 
Okeigbo and Catholic Technical College, Ile-Ife.  

He later enrolled with the Association of 
Certied Accountants of UK.  After passing the 
ACCA foundation stage, he switched to ICAN, 

became an associate member of the institute in 
1984 and Fellow in 1991.

Accountancy in ICAN, NBTE 
and NUC. He has been 
Secretary and President of 
Okeigbo Youth Pioneers Club, 
Unit Commander of Special 
Marshal (Festac Unit) FRSC, 
Chairman, Ajangbadi CDA for 
14 years and President Rotary 
Club of Amuwo in 1995/96.  
He is a Foundation Member of 
Association of Professional 
Bodies of Nigeria, Lagos State 
Chapter, (representing ICAN), 
and Chairman in 2020/2022.
Speaking to our 
correspondent on his 
professional career and 
entrereneurship, Prince 
Abayomi Ogunjimi said, “After 
the pharmaceutical company I 
last worked for folded-up with 
the collapse of Yugoslavia, I 
started my rm but getting 
clients was not easy. I had to 
join Rotary Club to scout for 
jobs. I went through a lot 
before I could stabilise. It used 
to be ICAN monopolized 
scene until other professional 
bodies like ANAN had their 
share of the accounting deal. 
Passing an ICAN exams was 

quite difcult in our time. It 
was 'fail in one, fail in all,' 
but I qualied at a young 
age, and that was a thing of 
joy and pride for me and 
my family. We have so many 
chartered accountants 
because of me – and so far, 
I'm very, very much fullled.  
My present level in ICAN is 
phenomenal and ICAN has 
afforded me the opportunity 
to travel around this 
country.”
The man who wants to be 
remembered as a man who 
contributed his own quota, 
Prince Abayomi Ogunjimi 
counselled Nigerian youths 
to work hard and hope for 
better days rather than 
being dubious or fetish 
because the ill-gotten 
wealth will vanish. That is 
just the problem.
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-Folashade Ayoola Awe  
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Dr. Nobert Ifeanyi Chukwu-Ekeh was born in 
the former Eastern Nigeria in an area now 
known as Aniocha LGA, Anambra State. He 

studied Medicine at the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the 
UK.  He practised in Canada for about 13 

years before coming back to Nigeria.   

-Dr. Nobert Ekeh 
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-Mr. Rufai Ladipo
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D
r. Felix King Eiremiokhae is 
an entrepreneur and a 
philanthropist.  Born into 

the family of Mr. & Mrs. David 
th

Eraga Eiremiokhae on the 17  of 
March, 1970 in Afuda, Esan 
Central Local Government Area of 
Edo Nigeria. He was born into a 
family of 29 children, consisting of 
four (4) blood sisters, three (3) 
blood brothers, and twenty-two 
(22) half siblings. His father was a 
foreman who worked with the 
Ministry of Works & Housing, while 
his Mother (Alice) was a petty 
trader.  
At 22, Dr. King earned a Diploma 
Degree in Management before 
relocating to Lagos to pursue an 
interest in the entertainment 
industry.  He obtained a Bachelor's 
Degree in Business Administration. 
He was also conferred with Doctor 
of Philosophy (Human Letters) by 
Trinity University, Georgia, USA in 
2018.
In 1998, Dr. King helped to set up 
the operational structure of a 
South African marketing company 
called Direct Marketing 
Communications (DMC), later 
known as EXP Marketing – the rst 

I came to Lagos with the
 Ghana must go bag

Dr. Felix King 

Enigmatic and amiable Dr. Felix King is like a 
peacock among birds, sharks among sh. 

There is no way his likes will be categorised as 
a commoner.  He is a man of knowledge; 

industrious, dynamic and versatile.

directing marketing company in 
Nigeria.
After 7 productive years with EXP, Dr. 
King incorporated Oracle Experience 
Nigeria Limited, a West African 
multinational brand experiential 
company, with an objective to 
redene brand experiences using 
story telling modules that truly excite 
the senses in an extraordinary way. 
In just a few years of its existence, 
the company was able to establish 
its self as the largest experiential 
marketing agency in Nigeria, 
creating extraordinary experiences 
for corporations like; Coca-Cola, 
Heineken, Nigerian Breweries, P 
&G, Nestle, Friesland Campina 
Wamco, Multi choice/DSTV, Mouka 
Foam, Flour Mills to mention but a 
few.
Today, Oracle as a company has 
grown its capacity and able to 
include planning, run-way events, 
themed attraction and multimedia.
In 2011, Oracle opened operational 
branches in Ghana and Cameroon.
In 2019, the company shifted its 
focus from experiential marketing to 
a full service creative agency. 
Dr. King ventured into 
manufacturing business after an 
invaluable impact in the marketing 
and advertising space, by 
incorporating Mayor Biscuits 
Company (MABISCO) in 2014, a 
confectionaries and Foods company 
that produces one of the nest 
biscuits in Africa. 
Whilst speaking to our reporter on 
his sojourn to the top, Dr. King took 
us down the memory lane, “I came 
to Lagos with the Ghana-must-go-
bag, two shirts and two trousers and 

a pair of sandals.  My story is 
more of a story of a story of the 
audacity to survive.
In 2015, he and his wife started 
the Felix King Charity Foundation 
with the key objective of giving 
hope to poor and vulnerable 
widows and their children in 
communities across Nigeria. 
“We are trying to expand into a 
360 business, investing huge 
amount of resources to push to 
the next level.” Said Dr. King, a 
man who wants to be 
remembered as that person who 
overcame all odds, scaled all 
hurdles, not just for himself, but 
also for the less privileged.
Dr. King has received several 
recognitions and awards 
amongst which are; 
<The President's Life Time 

Achievement Awards – 
conferred by the President of 
the United States of America, 
President Donald Trump.

<Honorary Citizen of the State 
of Georgia- conferred by the 
State of Georgia, United states 
of America

<West African Patriotic 
Leadership Award- for ghting 
the course of women across 
Nigeria.

<Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
Leadership Award as the 
outstanding Philanthropist of 
the year, 2017 in Nigeria.

<Brandcom awards – CEO of 
the year, experiential 

<Marketing Edge awards – 
Leadership award in 
experiential.
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H
e attended R.C.M. School 
II, Warri between 1966 
and 1972. He was also at 

the Government Secondary 
School, Port Harcourt, Rivers State 
from 1974 to 1979. 
He obtained his Higher National 
Diploma, Bachelor's Degree in 
Accounting and Masters of 
Business Administration 
(Management) between 1980 
and 2001 from the Rivers State 
University of Science and 
Technology (RSUST), Port 
Harcourt. His academic passion 
took him to Anambra State 
University, where he obtained 
M.Sc. and PhD Accounting 
between 2016 and 2020.
Dr. Neminebor is a course 
participant at Leadership 
workshops of University of 
Pittsburgh, USA. (2011) and in 
Dublin, Ireland (2012). He has 
been a frequent participant at the 
World Congress of Accountants, 
Istanbul, Turkey (2006), Kuala-
Lumpur, Malaysia (2010), Rome, 
Italy (2014), Sydney, Australia 
(2018), Mumbai, India (2022), 
and the African Congress of 
Accountants, Port, Louis, 
Mauritius (2011), Kampala, 
Uganda (2017), Marrakech, 
Morocco (2019), Kigali, Rwanda 
(2020), Maputo, Mozambique 
(2021), and ABWA Congress, 
Monrovia, Liberia (2022).
Dr. Neminebor is a member of 
Board of Trustees of ANAN 

The Enviable Rising of The Enviable Rising of The Enviable Rising of 
James Ekerare NemineborJames Ekerare NemineborJames Ekerare Neminebor

 HND, BSc., MBA, MSc., PhD, FCNA, FCCFA, FNAA, CPA-Ireland

It is normal for cats to mew and for dogs to bark.  
It is a normal heritage for the family members of 
Neminebor to be afuent and inuential. High 

Chief Dr. James Ekerare Neminebor was born on 
24th September, 1958 at Ekeremor in Ekeremor 

LGA of Bayelsa State. 

University, and member, Board of 
Governors, Nigerian College of 
Accountancy, Jos, and Treasurer, 
Association of Accountancy Bodies 
of West Africa, (ABWA).
He is a thoroughbred Professional 
Accountant, Forensic Accountant, 
Fraud Examiner, passionate 
academic, and management 
consultant. He has robust 
experience in the Public Service, 
having worked to the privileged 
position of a Director and also 
served as a pioneer Bursar in the 
Federal Polytechnic, Ekowe, 
Bayelsa State.
He is a Member and Fellow of 
several professional bodies in 
Nigeria and Ireland, including the 
Fellowships of the Association of 
National Accountants of Nigeria 
(ANAN), Nigerian Accounting 
Association (NAA), Nigerian 
Institute of Management (NIM), 
Chartered Institute of Taxation of 
Nigeria (CITN), Chartered 
Institute of Forensics and Fraud 
Examiners of Nigeria (CIFCFEN), 
Institute of Corporate 
Administration, and Chartered 
Institute of Public Accountants, 
Dublin, Ireland (CPA -Ireland), 
among others.
He has co-authored a book on 
Public Financial Authorities where 
he brought his diverse and 
distinguished experience to bear 
on the laws, regulations, public 
institutions and practices. He has 
published in both local and 

international peer-reviewed 
journals with research interests 
in Corporate Governance, 
Institutional Quality and 
Professionalisation of Public 
Sector Accounting and Finance.
He served as President, Rotary 
Club of Yenagoa District 9140 
in 2006 – 2007 and Assistant 
Governor, Rotary Club of 
Yenagoa District 9140 in 2013 
– 2015.  As past President of 
Rotary Club and a committed 
Rotarian, he has served 
humanity with good sense of 
honesty and humility, and has 
also travelled wide within 
Nigeria and thhe world.                          
Dr. Neminebor loves 
swimming, gardening, reading 
and motivating youngsters. He 
is happily married with kids.
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P
harm. Augustine was born 

st
on July 21  1970. He did 
his A' levels at Kwara Tech, 

before studying Pharmacy at 
Amadu Bello University, Zaria, 
internship at Lagoon hospital, 
Apapa opportunity at Evans 
Medical, NYSC at LASUTH, and 
community practice at Julie 
Pharmacy in Ikeja. 
In his words, “As a Pharmacist, I 
have the hospital, community 
practice and industrial 
experiences. So, I ventured into 
marketing and got hooked.  I 
joined Pharmatex Nigeria 
Limited as a medical 
representative covering Ikeja 
axis. We were the rst set of 
pharmacists that promote a 
branded generic of COVID 
products in Nigeria. The 
challenges we faced were that 
our products were not known, 
so acceptability was a problem.” 
We had to do medical 
presentation, attend seminars, 
get doctors to showcase the 
good points. All our products 
are registered by NAFDAC. The 
initial competition was not as 
keen as now. Some of our 

Pharm. Austin OTU

We have contributed hugely to 
healthy living in Nigeria

Pap, though white, is prepared in a dark 
earthen pot, and an oak was once an acorn 
whilst a diamond was at a time look like a 

lump of coal.  Journey to the top for Augustine 
was not a roller coaster but a din 

of hard work.

products are Flucojay for cold and 
catarrh. 
“Pharmatex started as a buying 
and selling marketing company 
around 1994, and grew into an 
industry, with Indians and Malays 
installed machines in 2014. The 
facility was valued at about 7.3 
billion, and it has a capacity for 
manufacturing tablets, capsules, 
syrups, and liquids. We have 
WHO agents in our factories and 
we also partner with Red Cross.”
Pharm. Augustine also talked 
about features that distinguished 
Pharmatex from other 
pharmaceutical rms in Nigeria, 
“Pharmatex Industries started their 
operation with a syrup for fever 
and an analgesic for body pain 
and rheumatism, but today, we 
have about 37 products registered 
with NAFDAC. We have a track 
record of marketing quality 
products. We have contributed 
hugely to healthy living in Nigeria 
by making quality products 
available at affordable prices. We 
have partnered with health 
organizations to ensure our 
products are administered to 
patients.  We sponsored doctors 
for seminars abroad, look-up to 
NMA and other professional 
bodies for guidance and 
counselling. We partner with 
pharmacies, ECPM, DSM and 
contributed our corporate social 
responsibilities various ways.  We 
also participate actively with 
NGOs. Giving them free products. 

In terms of information and 
research; We give out 
credible information to the 
regulatory bodies. We also 
ensure that our products and 
brands are what we 
proclaim.”
Pharm. Augustine believed 
that pharmaceutical industry 
has not received any support 
from the government. “No 
interventions or rebates on 
imported raw materials, and 
we pay taxes on the company, 
the products and materials – 
Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients which are 
imported. There is no 
electricity; we run on gas 
plant, and diesel which is now 
over 1,900 naira per litre. The 
roads are bad – making 
transportation difcult and 
expensive.  Our trucks 
sometimes get involved in 
road accidents and we lose 
goods and so many other 
things. Exchange rates is 
another impediments and so 
we need to source forex from 
black market to pay for raw 
materials.”
Despite those challenges, 
Pharm. Augustine opined 
Pharmatex will be at the stage 
of multinationals in the next 
10 years as the company has 
begun exporting to Ivory 
Coast since 2021.
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D
r. Innocent Iweka Okwuosa 
holds a BSc in Accounting, 
MSc in Banking & Finance and 

another MSc in International 
Accounting and Finance from 
University of Stirling, Scotland; a PhD 
in Accounting from the prestigious 
Henley Business School, University of 
Reading, UK. He is also an SAP FICO 
Certied and a Fellow of Higher 
Education Academy, United Kingdom.
He commenced his career at the then 
Nigerian Industrial Development 
Bank, now Bank of Industry and rose 
to become a Senior Accountant and 
Head of Accounts and Management 
Information Unit within the Finance 
Division. He later trained with 
Horwarth Danone & Co (Chartered 
Accountants) where he acquired 
practical accountancy and audit 
experience .
He co-founded Safe Associates Ltd, 
which later became the foremost 
tuition house in Nigeria as at that 
time where he distinguished himself 
lecturing Financial Accounting and 
Reporting.  It was while lecturing at 
Safe Associates that he authored the 
popular Group Accounts and 
Advanced Financial Accounting 
Manual which became a household 
name and was widely used by 
professional accountancy and tertiary 
Institution students.
Dr Okwuosa has worked with 
Australian Trade Commission, 
London, Waltham Forrest NHS, and 
consulted as an SAP FICO 
Consultant. He has lectured 
Accounting & Finance at the 
University of Liverpool, Henley 
Business School, Hertfordshire 

It wasn’t just the academic 
side of Accounting that 

captivated me 
Dr. Innocent Iweka Okwuosa, FCA 

There will always be a way where there's a will, 
and just as no rock can stop a bulldozer from 

making headway, Okwuosa decision to be at the 
top, right from his secondary school days, is the 

reason why he keeps navigating his way through 
life without minding the tides of events.

Business School, United Kingdom, On 
returning to Nigeria, he Caleb 
University and Pan Atlantic University, 
Lekki.
As an expert in International Financial 
Reporting with Entop Consulting Ltd, 
Dr Okwuosa carried out IFRS 
implementation for many listed and 
private companies and delivered 
corporate training on IFRS. He is 
currently the Managing Consultant of 
Entop Consulting and Managing 
Partner of I.I.Okwuosa & Co. 
(Chartered Accountants).
While elding questions from 
Synochure International Magazine's 
correspondent, Dr. Okwuosa said, 
“From my secondary school days, I 
discovered  how integral accounting is 
to the success of any business – and 
that became a foundation for making 
informed nancial decisions, ensuring 
transparency and accountability 
within an organization.  I leveraged 
on that fact to dig deeper to discover 
what I want from life.”
“However, it wasn't just the academic 
side of accounting that captivated me. 
I also had the opportunity to gain 
practical experience through 
internships and part-time positions at 
accounting rms. These experiences 
allowed me to apply my knowledge in 
real-world scenarios and learn from 
seasoned professionals. I was exposed 
to a variety of industries and clients, 
each with their own unique 
challenges and opportunities.”  He 
added.
In 2017, Innocent was appointed a 
pioneer member of the African 
Integrated Reporting Committee 
(AIRC). 
In September 2019, he was 

meritoriously appointed as a 
member of the Board of the 
International Panel on Accounting 
Education (IPAE) of the 
International Federation of 
Accountants (IFAC) to represent 
Africa and the Middle East for a 
rst term of three years which 
was renewed for another 3 years 
in 2022 and his voice continues 
to resonate on that Board where 
he co-leads IPAE's Subgroup on 
Sustainability.
Speaking further on his 
accounting career, Okwuosa 
spoke about an unforgettable 
experience, “One particular 
internship stands out in my 
memory. I was assigned to assist 
a small family-owned business 
with their nancial statements 
and tax lings.  As I worked 
closely with the owner, I saw the 
crucial role accounting played in 
making informed decisions and 
plan for the future – and at that 
point, there is no going back.”
“Throughout my journey, there 
were series of challenges that 
tested my resolve. The long hours 
of studying, the pressure of 
exams, and the constant need to 
stay updated with changing 
regulations were demanding. 
Each obstacle strengthened my 
passion for accounting and my 
commitment to become a 
professional of distinction.” 
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